
 

 

AlBeRo AGM 2019 

July 28, 2019 at Montcalm Community Centre at 10 am 

Attendance: 

Executive: Janet Thomas, Carol Robitaille, Pat Champagne, Pat Thomas, Bert Papenburg, Jim 

Ross, Richard Pepin, Mike Sadler (Gord Owen and Marc Rollin absent) 

Attendance sheet attached. 

1. Introduction 

a. Janet Thomas gave a comprehensive report of the OBV project which AL-

BeRo shares with the Montcalm and Arundel municipalities. As a group of 

biologists specializing in Laurentian lakes, the OBV provides a neutral 

professional body to identify and evaluate issues affecting the health of 

our lakes. She noted that the results of the project will be given at next 

year’s AGM. 

2. Water Testing 

a. Janet outlined clearly the different kinds of testing done in the lakes and 

adjoining tributaries including for fecal coliform,organic carbon, phos-

porous, chlorophyll, and transparency. Thanks were given to those doing 

the testing:  

b. Emanuel Klaesi reported on the fecal coliform results from this year’s 

lake testing in July. The lakes are clear except for several areas that 

have higher counts but are still within Health Canada standards. These 

areas will be looked into. 

c. Bert reported on the RSVL testing for organic carbon, chlorophyll, phos-

phorous and transparency. He takes samples regularly from the deepest 

site on Beaven Lake which are analyzed by government biologists and re-

ported on the RSVL website. 

d. In response to Eric Brennie’s request to have us post results on our web-

site Janet gave instructions for the places to find such information. 

e. The second water testing is in Montcalm August 4 , 10 to 12  

3. Eurasian Milfoil 

a. Carol Robitaille and Richard Pepin reported on the spread of milfoil 

within the two lakes. The jist of their reports was that many volunteer 

people are doing their best to put out the buoys and signs with all the 

difficulties involved including damage and theft and man hours involved. 



 

 

i. It is up to all of us to try and educate anyone not respecting our 

efforts to mark the vulnerable areas of our lakes 

b. It was noted by Ed Jablonski and Norm Ward that more buoys are needed 

in specific areas. Pat Champagne said that we have the budget to buy 

more within reason. 

c. Thanks were given to Giles for his support with the gift and purchase of 

buoys and his donation of food for the corn roast. 

d. It was voted to make him an honorary member. 

e. Judy Mendelsohn made the suggestion that we either raise the member-

ship fee to help pay for buoys or create the possibility of a gift at mem-

bership time to pay for them. 

i. The gift idea was accepted 

f. Elizabeth Wood asked about the signs that used to declare “Do Not En-

ter”. Janet explained that there are a couple not out because they do 

not function well. 

i. Lloyd Flanagan volunteered to fix them. 

g. Mike Sadler incorporated several photos taken by Lloyd Flanagan showing 

some ugly scummy stuff on the water surface at his end of the lake. 

Someone pointed out that it was not Milfoil but an algae that disinte-

grates when scooped up. It has been around before this year.  

h. We keep trying to define how to deal with the Milfoil issue. We seem to 

be damned if we act and damned if we don’t. Janet, Ed Jablonski and 

Claude Hallee had paper notices of the federal regulations about buoys 

left at their homes anonymously. Janet said that we will make every ef-

fort to fulfill our obligations. 

i. Janet explained that for the Federal funding, we are ahead of the crite-

ria to receive any money. If the province offers any we will be first in 

line to ask for help.  

j. Apparently the province has been experimenting on Lac des Plages with 

things like weevils that the fish ended up eating…. 

k. Richard London Indicated that the kayak people are giving the island as a 

stopping point. Janet will speak to them about the inappropriateness of 

this. 

l. Pat Champagne suggested that we need a separate committee to deal 

with putting out the buoys and monitoring them. She asked people to sign 

up after the meeting is over.  



 

 

m. Mike Sadler has written a three-point description of how to approach 

people who are not respecting the buoys.   

n. Lloyd Flanagan pointed out that he would like to make a request to the 

Arundel Municipality to restrict the speed limit from Gil’s Beefeater to 

the Little Lake Beaven Bridge. 

4. Loisirs and the Nature Preserve at Swail’s Corner 

a. Pat Thomas reported that Loisirs has formed a committee to look into de-

veloping the reserve so that more people would use it. Trails, possibly 

Kayak use, parking etc. Pat Thomas is on that committee and has already 

pointed out that Kayaks cannot use the shoreline as it is plugged with Mil-

foil. The committee has copies of the restrictions placed on the use of 

the reserve by the Stuart donors.  

5. No Parking Signs at Little Lake Beaven Bridge and on 327.  

a. Pat Thomas has approached the Arundel Municipality several times. They 

have put in a request to the proper authorities but nothing has happened 

yet. Pat will continue to pressure them.  

b. Hughie Janell asked if public access to lakes was not a right. Janet ex-

plained that there is no public access at the moment. This has been an 

issue that has tried to be addressed in the past. She explained that from 

other lakes’ experience once access is granted, the monitoring drops off 

after a time and access gets abused. There are a couple of access points 

on private property now.  

6. Boat Washing 

a. Pat Thomas reported that the executive made the decision to stop the 

use of volunteers monitoring boat washing on the weekend as has been 

done for the last two years. The pressure washer is available at the Mont-

calm Municipal Office for anyone who wants to use it. Richard Pepin re-

ported that 5 to 10 people a week have been doing so. 

7. New Invasive Species 

a. Janet showed examples of several new ones which are approaching the 

Laurentians, and asked that residents report immediately if they see any 

of them 

8. Social Activities 

a. The BBQ was a great success and many thanks are given to Andre and…for 

hosting and preparing the delicious food and drinks.  

b. The Corn roast is coming up on August 24 and all are invited 



 

 

9. Treasurer’s Report 

a. Pat Champagne has acted as Treasurer with great competence for seven 

years. 

b. She is happy to report that she has set up an e-transfer system that saves 

her and others a lot of work 

c. There are presently 113 members. 

d. The interim balance at this time is $4,111.00 

e. Pat C will post the last three closed financial year results on the website 

for transparency purposes. She thanks Alan Mendelson for his work of the 

website…posting, editing etc. 

f. She thanked the executive membership collecting volunteers, particularly 

Jim Ross who collected money from people and the sent her an e-transfer 

of all the cash from his account. 

g. We no longer pay for a post box. Carol has agreed let people use her box 

for depositing membership money. 

10. Question Period 

a. Elizabeth Wood asked if we could require citizens to be members…we 

cannot  

b. Judy Mendlesohn suggested creating a fund of voluntary donations to save 

the lake.and asked if a charitable receipt could be issued. Janet ex-

plained that we cannot issue a receipt because we re not a registered 

non-profit organization and that becoming one is too costly, with the 

necessary insurance for events. 

c. Richard London asked for an explanation of the Elk farm situation. Janet 

explained about the testing we have done in the last few years and our 

concerns. She explained that the OBV project will identify if our concerns 

are warranted and make recommendations. 

d. Lloyd Flanagan asked if OBV project was replacing the job of the Elk 

Farm Committee? Yes, in effect. 

e. Elections 

f. New additions are:  

i. Stephen Andrew as temporary Vice President…not to become pres-

ident  

ii. Ariane Savard as director 



 

 

iii. Hugette Messier as director 

iv. The rest remain the same 

Acceptance of the new executive: Moved by Judy Mendelson and 

seconded by Lloyd Flanagan 

12. New Business 

a. Hughie Janell brought up the issue of boat safety and noted the incident 

on Friday of a person being ejected from a boat with no spotter and the 

boat was pulling a float with two adults and two children in it.  The boat 

proceed to circle on the lake going near their children and eventually 

crashing into Janet’s wharf and onto her beach. A kill switch was obvi-

ously not activated. Hughie called the police who came to Janet’s. They 

were unable to do anything because no one was injured and water issues 

are dealt with by the Federal body. Apparently they were on the lake a 

couple of weeks ago.  

Janet has spoken to the people involved.  

b. It was reported that the bright flashing light has been gone for two weeks 

c. Eric Brennie asked if a map of the depth of the lakes could be provided. 

Richard Pepin will provide him with access to the site that has this. 

d. Lloyd asked in what depth Eurasian Milfoil grows…the answer is up to 15 

feet. Lloyd suggested having the municipalities pass a law that there 

should be no fishing in water less than 15 feet. (How would this ever be 

enforced so not likely it could happen) 

13. Closure at 12:00 p.m. 



 

 

 



 

 

 


